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280 | David Smilow

RICHARD: Vera and I basically have zero respect for each other, so
. we figured we’d be partners.

FRED: Why do people do this?

(RAREN looks out the rear window again.)

- KAREN: Wow. He is pretty close.

FRED: We could be towing him, for God’ sake. But here’s Route
Eight, s0. .. (He tumns the wheel. A second later, the interior’s
Slooded with light dagain.) Oh, terrific.

(RICHARD glances back.)

RICHARD: Maybe you are towing him.

KAREN: Sweetie, don't let it bother .%oF

RICHARD: Personally, as an »n.nop... I'm very comfortable being
bathed in light. Of course it only seems to happen in the

wmnwunuaomn»a&ﬁo auﬁ.gnrwiwﬁ_ﬁ_unnuﬁmsn&
~ to writing a screenplay. -

VERA: Down, Simba.

RICHARD: Skating &:mﬂoﬁ? close to self-pity, am I? What the
hell. That’s what weekends are for. (He leans closer to KAREN.)
So how come you're still Baumgarten?

VERA: Here we go. Off to the races.
RICHARD: (to KAREN) Am | being rude?
KAREN: No, )

" (RICHARD gives VERA uh:xh “so there” look.)

RICHARD: Then what’ the story? You're just not a Barnes kind

of gal?
KAREN: [ married Fred, not his name.

RICHARD: [ was wondering about that too.
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(FRED s gripping the wheel tighter and stares at the rearview mirror)
FRED: What does this idiot want?

RICHARD: What any idiot wants, probably. No-brainer job.
Comfy den—maybe in the country. A wife to bore.

(KAREN stiffens, then tums to face RICHARD.)

KAREN: Have you ever been married?

RICHARD: Not to the right m....nnmon.

vera: Either time. :

RICHARD: Well hell, all the keepers end up with Freds.
KAREN: If they're lucky.

RICHARD: Or figure that’s as lucky as they're going to mo" (VERA
- mouths “Back off” to micuazp. )R off ? Oh, back off.

VERA: Christ, you met the woman less than two hours ago.
Can't you keep the conversation neutral till we at least get
- out of Connecticut? Talk about the weather. Or pets.

KAREN: How about bad movies? We can all agree on some of
those.

{She smiles pointedly at ICHARD, who squirms.)

RICHARD: Beautiful day, wasnt it? I saw an Airedale outside
Zabar's with a parrot on its back.

KAREN: What was that one called . . . 2 Oh yeah; Dying* Easy.

VERA: You saw i.w.nw God, nobody else did. Not even the producer.

RICHARD: Vera. -

guhnoamaeﬁn::e::&..&..&:biahwmaw... m#n.:m
through it’s impossible” (RAREN laughs.) :
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284 Doavid Smilow
KAREN: Like what? ‘
RICHARD: The life you really wanted., _
KAREN: (to VERA) Are all actors like this?
VERA: The ones who can’t get work are,

RICHARD: What did you dream about érmn you were a kid?
Growing up and findi g a guy who'd fall apart when he was
tailgated? I don*t think so,

KAREN: Gee, this ought to be a terrific weekend.

RICHARD: You want heat, Light. Size, Something new to reach
for all the time, even if You can't always get your hand

around it. I know, because that’s how I am. But you know

what the difference is between us?
VERA: She's 2 human being.

RICHARD: I'm still grabbing at the world, You're settling for that
cozy den—and 2 guy who'll sit in i, *

KAREN: [ love Fred!
FRED: (distracted) Huh? What?

RICHARD: Then you're in great shape. Because this js exactly
how the ride’s.going to be for the next forty years. Smooth
and steady and Wiy too slow for the people with the brights,

(KAREN shaken. vERa glances at RICHARD.)
VERA: Nice work,

(FRED suddenly screams at the rearview mirror,)
FRED: Damn you!

KAREN: Will you stop itl?

FRED: It them.

'RICHARD: What, in the car behind us?
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FRED: Who else can it be? Someone who just happened to take
Nine G, Route Eight and Marconi Road the same time [
did? No.

VERA: Are you saying this car’s following us?

FRED: Following. Chasing. It doesn't really make much differ-
ence how you put it now.

RICHARD: ( bit spooked) You're nuts. Who'd chase you?
FRED: - Them. ,
KAREN: Fred, you're scaring me. Why would people be after you?

. FRED: Because of what I did.

Enm;u"mﬂo_ﬂrﬂ—_@nou.n&nwoozmpﬁ%oz vnow_nmo_.rmcl
ing overdue library books. -

'FRED: (fo XAREN) I didn't go to my Aunt Gussie's cottage in Ver-

mont last summer. I was in Marseilles.
KAREN: France?

FRED: And Tangiers. I was . . . helping a friend, but something
went wrong. . |

RICHARD: Christ, this sounds like something out of our god-
damn screenplay.

FRED: All I had to do was pick up the package and drop it off
someplace.

KAREN: A package. What was in it? ,

FRED: Money, Maybe drugs. They never told me what I was car-
rymg. - :

VERA: “Never told you?” This was some kind of regular gig?

FRED: (nods) Since nineteen eighty. No, eighty-one; I remember.
_ﬂsﬁ.m:m_wumn:mon:ﬁmﬂnnua.

RICHARD: Jesus,
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288 David Smilow

RICHARD: The &gm_‘s_ the driveway! Just go. Drive,
Floor it!
FRED: We'll never be able to outrun these people.

(He reaches under the seat and comes up with an n___a_.umm\m club, which
he holds weapon-like.)

RAREN: You're going to fight them?
FRED: ‘What else is there?

VERA: That’s it. See you; Good-bye.

ricraro: (5 615, @y

(FRED tries u.a wsmﬁn at KAREN. )

FRED: Some surprise, huh? I'm SOrTY.

RAREN: There’s the driveway.

FRED: You do know I love you, right? (RAREN nods, terrified—and
a bit turned on.) Hang on. (He wrenches the wheel and slams on
the brakes.) Come on, you sons oi :

(VERA and RICHARD scream and duck out of sight. But as RaREN and

FRED whil to face their pursuers, they’re stunned.)

gz"ﬂr@r%nmomnm.?ng naa.smzb.a% :»a.&.:  four react
with a jolt.) .

VERA: And now they turned their brights on. (VERA, RicHARD and
KAREN stare at FRED, still clutching his Wwedpon, KAREN shows the
beginnings of a smile.) .

END

R.AW,
("CAUSE I'M A WOMAN)

Diana Son




